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Next, we came to Santa Maria Maggiore, built upon
the Esqueline Mountain, which gives it a most conspicu-
ous face to the street at a great distance. The design is
mixed partly antique, partly modern. Here they affirm
that the Blessed Virgin appearing, showed where it should
be built 300 years since. The first pavement is rare and
antique; so is the portico built by P. P. Eugenius II.
The ciborio is the work of Paris Romano, and the tri-
bunal of Mosaic.

We were showed in the church a concha of porphyry,
wherein they say Patricius, the founder, lies. This is one
of the most famous of the seven Roman Churches, and
is, in my opinion at least, after St. Peter's, the most mag-
nificent. Above all, for incomparable glory and mate-
rials, are the two chapels of Sextus V. and Paulus V.
That of Sextus was designed by Dom. Fontana, in which
are two rare great statues, and some good pieces of
painting; and here they pretended to show some of the
Holy Innocents' bodies slain by Herod: as also that re-
nowned tabernacle of metal, gilt, sustained by four angels,
holding as many tapers, placed on the altar. In this
chapel is the statue of Sextus, in copper, with basso-
relievos of most of his famous acts, in Parian marble;
but that of P. Paulus, which we next entered, opposite to
this, is beyond all imagination glorious, and above de-
scription. It is so encircled with agates, and other most
precious materials, as to dazzle and confound the behold-
ers. The basso-relievos are for the most part of pure
snowy marble, intermixed with figures of molten brass,
double gilt, on lapis lazuli. The altar is a most stupen-
dous piece; but most incomparable is the cupola painted
by Giuseppe Rheni, and the present Baglioni, full of ex-
quisite sculptures. There is a most sumptuous sacristia;
and the piece over the altar was by the hand of St.
Luke; if you will believe it. Paulus V. hath here likewise
built two other altars; under the one lie the bones of
the Apostle, St. Matthias. In. another oratory, is the
statue of this Pope, and the head of the Congo Ambas-
sador, who was converted at Rome, and died here. In a
thircl chapel, designed by Michael Angelo, lie the bodies
of Platina, and the Cardinal of Toledo, Honorius III.,
Nicephorus IV., the ashes of St. Hierom, and many
others. In that of Sextus V., before mentioned, wasr- testify, dispersedh patience,sso-the sides of .this court, the  chapel of  St.   Laurence,
